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habits and life, and that they receive a spirit quite different
from that of other people and quite new lights. The badge
of membership consists in some lines traced on the neck
between the shoulders ; the lines seem to be pricked with a
needle. Those who have this mark pass for persons of
spirit, and when they have attained a certain age they are
allowed a voice in all public assemblies; whereas the
uninitiated are regarded as profane, impure, and ignorant
persons, who dare not express an opinion on any subject of
importance. When the time for the ceremony has come, it
is celebrated as follows. By order of the king a place is
appointed in the forest, whither they bring the youths who
have not been marked, not without much crying and weep-
ing ; for it is impressed upon the youths that in order to
undergo this change it is necessary to suffer death. So they
dispose of their property, as if it were all over with them.
There are always some of the initiated beside the novices to
instruct them. They teach them to dance a certain dance
called killing, and to sing verses in praise of Belli. Above
all, they are very careful not to let them die of hunger,
because if they did so, it is much to be feared that the
spiritual resurrection would profit them nothing. This
manner of life lasts five or six years, and is comfortable
enough, for there is a village in the forest, and they amuse
themselves with hunting and fishing. Other lads are brought
thither from time to time, so that the last comers have not
long to stay. No woman or uninitiated person is suffered
to pass within four or five leagues of the sacred wood.
When their instruction is completed, they are taken from the
wood and shut up in small huts made for the purpose. Here
they begin once more to hold communion with mankind and
to talk with the women who bring them their food. It is
amusing to see their affected simplicity. They pretend to
know no one, and to be ignorant of all the customs of the
country, such as the customs of washing themselves, rubbing
themselves with oil, and so forth. When they enter these huts,
their bodies are all covered with the feathers of birds, and
they wear caps of bark which hang down before their faces.
But after a time they are dressed in clothes and taken to a
great open place, where all the people of the neighbourhood